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20th March 2020 
 
Dear Parent(s)/Guardian(s), 
 

I write following further guidance from Welsh Government and the Local Authority around school 

closures and opening, in response to the coronavirus crisis.  
  
As you are already aware, schools will be closed from the end of today for a four week Easter break.    
  
Following a joint planning day on Monday 23rd March, at school and cluster level, from Tuesday 24th 

March, schools will re-open for a new purpose.  This purpose is to provide care for the children of 

essential/key workers during our normal school hours, where there is no other available childcare 

provision.    
  
Essential/key workers are currently defined as:  

• health workers – all those employed within the NHS  

• blue light / emergency service officers  

• social care workers   

• supermarket delivery drivers  

• prison officers and other prison staff  

• probation service staff  

• teaching staff and teaching assistants  
  
We strongly recommend that if you are a keyworker, and are able to provide alternative childcare 

provision for your children, then you do this, rather than send them to school. The safest place for 

your children is in the home.  School is operating as a ‘last resort’ childcare facility for parents that 

don’t have another option.  We will rely on your honesty and clarity in this regard and hope that you 

would not put school staff and any other children at unnecessary risk.  We will let you know what you 

need to do, to access this support, via email, the school website and Twitter, as soon as we can. 
  
Schools will also be providing a school meal for students eligible for free school meals and we have 

been contacting parents of eligible pupils today. If you are eligible, please get in touch/reply if you 

have not already done so. 

  



 

 

Transport will continue as usual to support this initiative, which will be continuously monitored over 

the coming weeks.   
 

At St Joseph’s, we are going to have to find new ways to learn. We must continue to care for our most 

vulnerable learners and support those with additional learning needs. We need to protect and support 

the elderly, both in our own families and the wider community. We need to support local businesses, 

those who have invested so much in setting them up and those whose income depends on their 

continuity.  
 

This is not a time for individuals. We do not have to touch or gather in one place, in order to come 

together. Greater ‘Social Distancing’ is necessary but it must lead to greater social cohesion. It is going 

to be hard, BUT we will find new ways to teach, new ways to support one another, new ways to shop 

locally, to exercise, to socialize and to worship. If we keep our distance but stay together, we can 

continue to ‘Grow in Love’.  

 

We will continue to keep you informed as the situation develops and will continue to work closely with 

staff, Governors, parents, local schools, Conwy Education Department, the Diocese of Wrexham, GWE 

and Welsh Government, to ensure that we make the best possible decisions, to reduce the impact of 

this crisis on our children and our community. 

 

 

Yours sincerely 
 
 
Mr J Wilkinson 


